Session #6: Gospel of St. John 4:43-5:47
Compiled and written by Theresa Lisiecki

4:43-44 After the two day: Jesus has just spent two days
with the towns people of Sychar, the home of the Samaritan
woman. Jesus now leaves Samaria and is heading toward
Galilee, the region of Nazareth, His home. When comparing
the next verse with where Jesus’ statement is placed in the
Synoptic Gospels, we have a bit of a puzzle. Jesus himself
testified that a prophet has no honor in his native place. In
the Synoptic Gospels this statement is as Jesus is being
rejected in Nazareth, the home he was raised in (Mark 6:4;
Matthew 13:57). Here in the Gospel of John Jesus is making
this statement as he is moving away from Judea and
Jerusalem and moving toward Galilee and Nazareth. Scholars
believe that St. John is suggesting that in Jesus’ mission and
ministry He no longer sees his “native place”, his home as
Nazareth. As Jesus assumes His role as the Son of God Jesus
belongs to His Father’s House which resides in Jerusalem, the
Temple.
4:45 When he came into Galilee: Upon Jesus’ return the Galileans welcome him. Their native
son is famous. Why? Because they had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast.
Remember, it was an obligation of Jewish faith that all abled bodied men return to the Temple
at key festival time. Everyone had been in Jerusalem at Passover (the feast), for they
themselves had gone to the feast; and, if not seen, heard of Jesus challenging “the system” by
turning over the money changers tables. Another understanding we can have of 4:44 (a
prophet has not honor in his native place) is to remember that Jesus could see into the hearts of
those who gathered around him. People like to be close to the rich and famous for a variety of
reasons. Jesus did what He did, said what He said to reveal spiritual truths, not to impress
people. Maybe Jesus said about a prophet without honor is as an anticipation of the superficial
response He was going to get in Galilee.
4:46 Then he returned to Cana in Galilee: One of the reasons I love the writings of St. John is
that you can tell at times he has a teacher’s heart. What do I mean by that? The continuation
of the sentence he reminds us where (Jesus) made the water into wine. St. John doesn’t want
anyone to get lost in the native so, as a good teacher does, reminds everyone of facts that have
just been learned. There could be another reason St. John reminds us of the miracle at Cana.
The petitioner there was Mary, the petitioner here will be a royal official. Both have genuine
faith that Jesus can do what they ask of Him. Who this royal official St. John does not disclose,
but he could be the same Centurion who approaches Jesus in Matthew 8:5 and Luke 7:2. We
know that he lived in Capernaum, a city about a day’s walk from Cana (about 17 miles). This
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official had a son who was in. Scholars believe that this official was probably within Herod
Antipas court. Herod Antipas was Rome’s choice for the Jewish king of Galilee (and would be
the one that shared a role in Jesus’ crucifixion). In this story we get nothing whether the official
is Jewish or Gentile so he could have been either but most likely Gentile for two reasons:
1. This story follows on the heals of the encounter of the Samaritan Woman at the well, a
Gentile
2. This account strongly resembles two other episodes offered in the other gospel
accounts where Jesus heals the child of a Gentile family
a. The Centurion’s boy in Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10
b. The daughter of the Syrophoenician woman in Mark 7:24-30
It makes sense that after Jesus exposes the corruption of the hierarchy of the Jewish Temple,
He follows that with a response of giving life to genuine faith regardless of where He finds it.
4:47-48 When he heard The royal official hears that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea.
Certainly, by now the stories of Jesus have spread throughout the lands. The royal official went
to Jesus and asked him to come down and heal his son, who was near death. Jesus, for
whatever reason, challenges the royal official and all who can hear. Unless you people see
signs and wonders, you will not believe. This statement connects to the words of Jesus in
Matthew’s Gospel:
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a
sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks
for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For
just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so
for three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the
earth. The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation
and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see,
something greater than Jonah is here! Matthew 12:38-41
Here the Pharisees are seeking something that would prove that Jesus had the authority to
speak for God, but Jesus offers them nothing saying there will be no other sign but the final one
which will be His resurrection from the dead.
4:49 The royal official said to him: This gentleman is looking for something more than
entertainment or proof & wonders. He shows that he has faith in Jesus, that Jesus can change
the circumstanced of his life. Sir, come down before my child dies. The royal official addresses
Jesus with the same respect as the Samaritan woman by calling him sir.
4:50 Jesus said to him: Jesus recognizes the faith in the royal official but challenges him to
take the next step… to believe without seeing, to trust in Jesus’ word alone. So, Jesus says, You
may go, your won will live. I wonder what you or I would do under these circumstances. The
royal official trusts in Jesus’ word. He believed what Jesus said and to him and left.
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5:51-52 While on his way back: Faith or conversion is a process in which there are many
steps, as we saw with the Samaritan woman. The royal official moves on his belief and trust in
Jesus and returns home. The royal official’s servants meet him on the road and told him that
his boy would live. Whether from a place of curiosity or deliberately trying to connect the dots,
the royal official asks the servants when (the boy) began to recover. Their answer: the fever
left him about one in the afternoon.
5:53: the father realized: Notice that the royal official is no longer called “royal official” but
where his hart is as “father”. One in the afternoon the father was standing with Jesus and he
had said, your son will live. The Word of God has power. It created the universe and now it
heals this boy. By the royal official turning home on Jesus’ word he has proven his faith. Now
the royal official, like the Samaritan woman, proves his faithfulness by evangelizing those in his
“world” and his whole household comes to believe. This second sign challenges us all to move
beyond the expectancy of miracles in our lives to foster our belief. It is a weak faith that prays
for a miracle and then soon walks away when what we expect doesn’t occur. Our faith should
be grounded in the belief that God has a plan and purpose for our lives whether we can see it
or not.
5:54: This was the second sign: In combining the narratives of all four gospels we hear
of many “signs” or miracles that Jesus performed. In John there are only seven that he singles
out. Scholars suggest St. John offers only these seven because they not only point us toward
the truth about the glory of God but each of these signs give direction to those of us that which
to walk the path of true disciples of Jesus. What are those seven signs?

1.

Passage
John 2:1-11

“Sign”
Changing water into wine

2.
3.

John 4:46-54
John 5:1-15

Healing the official’s son
Healing the paralytic at
Bethesda

4.

John 6:5-14

Feeding the 5000

5.

John 6:16-24

Jesus walks on water

6.

John 9:1-7

Healing the man blind from
birth

Pointing to


“represents the replacement of the Jewish
ceremonial washings and symbolizes the
entire creative and transforming work of
Jesus.” USCCB
 Messianic Banquet – the wedding feast of
the lamb
Jesus’ word alone has power



Jesus is Lord of the sabbath
Paralytic remains spiritual blind because
he betrays Jesus



Connected to the Old Testament Exodus,
God giving manna in the desert
Jesus is the bread of life





Connected to the Old Testament Exodus,
passing through the Red Sea
Jesus is the “new Exodus” to eternal life




Jesus is Lord of the sabbath
True conversion
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7.

John 11:1-45

The raising of Lazarus




The resurrection
Jesus is the way to eternal life

Jesus Heals the Paralytic at Bethesda 5:1-9
5:1 After this: How long Jesus spent in Capernaum we do not know but He returns for yet
another feast of the Jews. Just as we Catholics have a number of high holy days (Christmas,
Easter, and Pentecost to name a few), the Jews of Jesus’s time did as well: Passover, Pentecost,
(theirs has to do with the harvest), Feast of Tabernacles and Yom Kippur, to name a few), Which
feast Jesus has come to Jerusalem for.
5:2 Now there was in Jerusalem: Jerusalem was a city fortified by a wall that completely
surrounded it. Entrance to the city would found through a series of gates. One such gate is
called the Eye of the Needle which we should be familiar with because of Matthew 19 and
Jesus’ challenge to the rich man. Another of these gates was called Sheep Gate because it was
the gate used to bring sheep and other animals into the Temple which were to be sacrificed.
Close to this gate was built two pools. The pools were surrounded by four walkways, porticoes
with a fifth one between the two pools. One of these pools was called in Hebrew Bethesda.
This pool, Bethesda, was believed to have curative powers. In the 1890’s archaeologist
rediscovered these pools. Carved out of rock these pools were surrounded by four galleries or
walkways with a small fifth walk way dividing the two pools, just as described in St. John’s
gospel.
5:3 In these lay a large number of ill: In the same way millions of people flock to Lourdes
today, the ill of Jesus’ day, the blind, lame, and cripple people came to Jerusalem and this pool
in hopes of healing.
5:4 Modern day bibles will not have a verse four since it was added well after the 4th century.
St. Jerome did add the following footnote that was later added as part of the text several
centuries later. St. Jerome wrote: crowds of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the
water to move; for at intervals the angel of the Lord came down into the pool, and the water
was disturbed, and the first person to enter the water after this disturbance was cured of any
ailment from which he was suffering. Most likely this was added as a way of helping future
generations to understand the significance of Bethesda and to give context to the man’s reply
in 5:7.
5:5-7 One man was there: As was explained above people seeking a miracle came to this pool
in hopes of a cure, but you must be the first one in. The belief was when the watered stirred or
moved, like waves on a lake, it was an angel of God touching it with healing powers and the first
one into the water would be healed. This man had been ill for thirty-eight years. It is also very
probably that this man had some sort of paralysis and was unable to move without assistance.
When Jesus asks “Do you want to be well?” we learn from the man’s response that he cannot
move very quickly, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up;
while I am on my way someone else gets down there before me.” We know that this man had
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some belief in the miraculous power of God or he wouldn’t have been trying for so long. The
fact of his waiting 38 years is meant to remind us of the years the Israelites wandered in the
desert after their rebellion at Kadesh (Numbers 13:25-14:11; Deuteronomy 2:14)
5:8-9 Jesus said to him: Jesus then offers the same words we hear him use in the gospel of
Mark (2:11) in the healing of the paralyzed man: Rise, take up your matt and walk. Once again
Jesus speaking as the Son of God, all that is required is that he speak the word and His will is
done. Immediately the man became well, took up his matt and walked. Ah, but this is not the
end of the story. We learn that Jesus healed this man on the Sabbath. Now, to you and I with
our modern-day sensitivities we don’t see a problem with this, but first century Jewish tradition
taught that only medical attention could be given to anyone on the Sabbath if their life was in
danger. That wasn’t the case with this man. Jesus was bold indeed to ignore this precept of His
Jewish faith but the healing on the Sabbath gives evidence to a larger truth. What could be
more in line with celebrating the truth of God, the love has for all of us than for someone to be
healed. Whether it is healing from word and prayer or healing in body, what God wants is for
us to be whole.
Jesus is Challenged for Working on the Sabbath 5:10-18
5:10 So the Jews said to the man: As we have spoken of before there were 614 “rules” that
an orthodox Jew was expected to obey. Each of these “rules” was a specific understanding or
interpretation of the Ten Commandments. What is the third commandment? Remember to
keep holy the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8; Deuteronomy 5:12). Work of any kind was seen as secular,
earthly. The Sabbath was a day to focus only on God. Not a bad concept in principal and many
people of faith would do well to remember this commandment and make better choices of how
they spend their time on the Sabbath. So, when the Jews saw this man “working” by carrying
his mat they protested. It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to carry your mat. Once
again we must not incorporate ALL Jews into St. John’s identification. Using the phrase “the
Jews” is St. John’s way of identifying Jewish authorities who were against Jesus.
5:11-13 He answered them: The man who was healed did his best to respond to their
question but he did not know who it was that had healed him. In the confusion of the
miraculous healing Jesus had slipped away because there was a crowd there. St. Cyril of
Jerusalem (4th Century) writes on this moment suggesting that Jesus slips away so as to teach us
humility. While it is our ego that wants to stay behind and receive praise, to be admired for our
accomplishments, Jesus teaches us to be careful of anything that can lead to the strengthening
of our sin of pride.
5:14 After this: Whether Jesus was looking for the man healed or happen by accident upon
him in the Temple, Jesus reaches out to him in compassion and warns him, Do not sin any
more. For most people of that era but especially the Jews, physical illness, whether a disability
from birth or one that occurs later in life was always caused by sin. Usually a birth defect was
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understood as a sin of one or both of the parents. We can understand that this man’s disability
was something that came to him later in life because Jesus says to him, “…do not sin any more.
Later in chapter nine the disciples will question Jesus about physical disability/illness and sin.
Jesus’ next comment sounds ominous should the man continue to sin, …so that nothing worse
may happen to you. Is Jesus threatening him? What could be worse then physical illness or
disability? The answer is simple: Spiritual decay, loss of our immortal soul. Jesus is warning
the man to be aware.
5:15-16 The man went and told the Jews: Maybe the man felt threatened by Jewish
authorities or believed he was doing the right thing, but once Jesus revealed himself to this man
just healed, the man went and told the Jews that Jesus was one who had made him well.
Immediately the Jews, those men in authority began to persecute Jesus. This issue of legal
observance of the law marks the beginning of the conflict between Jesus and the authorities of
the Temple. Both Matthew (12:1-14) and Luke (6:1-11) share in this report of clashing over
Jesus’ action, but more importantly his challenging the understanding of “work” on the
Sabbath.
5:17-18 But Jesus answered them: Charges have been made and Jesus responds. My Father
is at work until now, so I am at work. Curious comment until we understand that throughout
time God has “worked” on the 7th day, the sabbath in two ways. First, God continued to give
life. Check the maternity wards, to this day babies are born on the Sabbath and have been
since the beginning of time. Secondly, God passes judgment on the dead. People die on the
Sabbath. What did Jesus do on the Sabbath? Jesus gave this man his life by healing him, doing
exactly what His father does. But rather than open their hearts to hear the Word of God, they
heard only what they wanted to. They heard Jesus call God, my Father. For this reason the
Jews tried all the more to kill Jesus. Now they had two reasons: he not only broke the
sabbath but he also called God his own father, making himself equal to God. In their eyes,
miracle aside, Jesus is just another man and now He is claiming equality to God. In their eyes
this was blasphemy and by Jewish law blasphemy is a capital crime (Leviticus 24:10-23).
Jesus’ First Public Teaching 5:19-47
Jesus’ actions of healing the man have created a legal controversy for the Jewish authorities.
“The Jews” believe that Jesus has violated the sabbath and blasphemed by equating himself to
God as God’s son. As we work through these next three sections you can almost imagine a
courtroom and Jesus stands to offer His appeal, His arguments in defense of His words and
actions. These three parts comprise one conversation (verses 19-47) and give us a complete
explanation of Jesus, as the Son, in relationship to God the Father. This dialogue is divided into
three parts:
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Part 1: Verses 19-30 – we will hear Jesus speak to both the equality AND the distinction
between God the Father and God the Son. While they (Father and Son) are equal, all of
Jesus’ power and authority comes from the Father.
 Part 2: Verses 31-40 – In this section Jesus addresses the difference between God the
Father and God the Son. As two distinct persons, the Son does what He has seen the
Father do. The Father gives witness to the truth of the Son.
 Part 3: Verses 41-47 – Jesus accuses those who accuse him of blindness. They may have
searched the scriptures to know God; yet, whether through ignorance or arrogance they
do not see Him standing before them.
We need to pay close attention to this first public teaching that Jesus offers us in John’s Gospel.

Picture on Page One: Harold Copping, 'At the Pool of Bethesda,'
Reflection Questions:
 Our
Catechism of the Catholic Church
Anointing of the Sick: 1502-1505
Dogma of the Holy Trinity: 253-256
Christ the Physician: 1503-1508
The Sabbath: 2168-2173
Divine Works and the Trinitarian Mission: 257-260
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